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President’s report
HOWDY LIONS!

W

ho would have imagined back when we were making plans over spring break on what to do, or trips
to take, that our world would be different today than three months ago? I must say that this COVID-19
virus threw everyone for a loop, and we are not out of the woods yet!

What amazed and inspired me is how our CS Noon Lions pulled together in March and forged ahead determined to continue doing what we do best- SERVICE! We kept the momentum going by continuing with
our regular monthly dues each month, even while not meeting at the Hilton. These dues greatly enabled us to
continue to make a difference in our community.
During this “down time,” your Board of Directors found needs. We donated:










$1,000 to support two riders in the Multiple Sclerosis 150 Bike Ride;
$3,000 to the Community Foundation and the United Way’s Brazos Valley Relief Fund;
$1,500 to help pay the cost associated with replacing a prosthetic eye for a toddler;
$1,500 for National Alliance on Mental Illness/Brazos Valley 2020 walk;
$1,850 to The 100 Club;
$1,500 to build a new ramp for the loading dock at B/CS Habitat for Humanity (the place where we
store our trailer and other Lions equipment); and
$3,000 to Habitat’s COVID-19 Resiliency Fund to help establish a mortgage fund for their homeowners
who have suffered loss of income.

These are just a few of the amazing things we were able to accomplish, even during those times we did not
meet in person.
We soon found that Zoom became our “go to” method of communication, not only for club meetings, but also
for our Board and Committee meetings.
I thank you all for what you have done to make this the best Lions Club in our District. We may not have
reached our membership goals, but we are a strong club with the ability to come back even greater and better
than before. I see great things ahead for our club. As long as we stay true to our motto “We Serve,” we are
doing what we need to do.
We Serve!
Lion Diane Holt
Soon-to-be Past President
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Service (as of 6/16/20)
By 3rd Vice President Lion Dean Schneider

People served

42,334
171
$51,607
6,819

Service activities reported
Funds donated

(does NOT include funds donated from CSNL Project Fund)

Volunteer hours

CSNL Signature Service Projects
 KidSight Vision Screening
 I Love America 4th of July Celebration
 Honoring Our Heroes (did not occur in 2020 due to COVID-19)
 National Alliance on Mental Health (NAMI) Support
 BCS Fun for All Playground
 Mobility Worldwide Support
 Eyeglasses Recycling
 Lone Star Eye Bank Support
 Texas Lions Camp Support
 Disaster Relief

Membership
By 2rd Vice President Dan Castillo

16

new members joined CSNLC this year.

13 new members attended one of three new member orientation sessions offered.
o
o
o

Arbuelos Mexican Restaurant officiated by PDG Thom Holt,
Denny’s Restaurant officiated by PDG James Haverland
Zoom session officiated by PDG Thom Holt

Awards & Recognition
By Lion Bonnie McGee, chair
Committee Members: Fred Fisher; Floyd Golan; Henry Hill; David Jones; Mary Jo Prince; Janna Rauser; John Rauser;
Renee Turner; and Bonnie McGee, Chair.
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The 2019-20 year has been filled with many successful highlights and accomplishments of the CS Noon Lions. We are
fortunate to have so many outstanding members who represent the ideals of our club throughout the community in
such participatory ways. The Awards and Recognition Committee was active in recognizing the following Lions:
KBTX Media and First Financial Bank selected the 2020 Jefferson Award Winners which included Mary Jo Prince, our club
nominee. Although they were not able to hold the normal ceremony and dinner, a video was taped and played of each
of the four finalists on tv.
The Prenatal Clinic’s “You’re the Top” Spring Luncheon showcases outstanding women leaders in the Brazos Valley. Our
nominee, Linda Harvell, was selected as one of the women leaders. The event has been moved to a virtual event in
August because of COVID-19, but that does not take away from the outstanding contributions Linda has made to the
community to deserve this recognition.
Girl Scouts of Central Texas – Women of Distinction
September 2019 – Recognition of Mary Parish
Selected as the 2019 Women of Distinction Honoree, Mary Parish was honored at the Hilton as the CSNLC nominee. The
Club was a sponsor for the event in Mary’s honor.
The 2020 Women of Distinction Committee selected Glenda Schneider to be honored in September 2020.
SPECIAL CLUB RECOGNITION
Special Luncheon Recognition for “Fun for All Playground Planning Committee Members” recognizing their persistence
and dedication for making the initial playground phases a success:
Lisa Aldrich; David Gerling; Floyd Golan; James Haverland; Caleb Holt; David Jones; Thom Holt; John Rauser; David
Reusink; Loren Skow; Danny Stribling; Dick Witherite; and guest Werner Rose, president of the CS Rotary Club; and David
Schmitz, Director of CS Parks and Recreation Department.
Recognition of Dr. Matthew Greene for his work to improve sight for kids, especially special glasses for Stanley from
Liberia whose need was identified through Mobility Worldwide. Along with a certificate from the club, a Celieste and
Harrison Sheppard plaque and Fellowship was awarded in his name, which he matched.
The premiere process the committee is responsible for each year is the COLLEGE STATION NOON LIONS CLUB HALL OF
FAME. The 2019 Process included the Selection/Luncheon/Induction of the following Lions: CLASS OF 2019 Hall of Fame
Bob Gilmore; John Happ; Henry Hill; Loren Skow; Richard Talbert; Dick Witherite.
A club tradition of recognition is to acknowledge groups or individual Lions for their work within the club that contribute
in an on-going basis that sustains the quality of the club experience. The following were recognized throughout the year
for “Making A Difference”: Barbara Heath, Lion Tamer and Bill Robbins, Assistant Lion Tamer; Bonnie McGee, Chair of
Awards & Recognition Committee; Barbara Heath and Nancy Schneider, Long time Members; the Awards & Recognition
Committee.
Support for the 2020 Necrology Service with flowers/saying and presentation for Laura Mooney; Pat Koppa; John
Cochran; and Joe West. Lion Visitor Nametags are available for club meetings; Notepads are available for recognition to
key committee members.
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Monies Requested from Brazos Lions Clubs Foundation by CSNL
By PDG Ron Gay

$1,000

Brazos Valley Food Bank

Sam Houston Area Boy Scouts

$500
BCS Habitat For Humanity

BCS Ronald McDonald House

$500
Texas Lions Camp

$2,605
Lone Star Lions Eye Bank

Texas Lions Foundation

$2,100

$630
Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center

$420

World Services to the Blind
Leader Dogs

$210

$210
Lions Clubs International Foundation

$210

Texas Lions Museum & Office
The 100 Club

$500

$210

$1,850
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July 2019

30,000 ATTENDED College Station Noon Lions 59th Annual “I Love America Celebration” on July 4. They
enjoyed fun, food, and fireworks at the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum. More than 100
Lions were joined by family, friends, and other organizations to make the event successful. It’s the club’s
biggest event and occurs just four days into the new Lions’ year; planning requires months. It’s not a
fundraiser; it’s the Lions’ gift to the community. The Bush Library is free all day and set a single-day
attendance record this year. Lions conduct a KidSight screening, sell soft drinks and sausage; cold, sliced
watermelon is free until the truck is empty. A day of live music, a kid’s zone, train rides, food truck vendors,
and a patriotic concert by the Brazos Valley Symphony Orchestra (directed by a Lion), was culminated by
the largest fireworks display within a 100-mile radius.
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July
22

July
28
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August 2019

Friday, August 2, 2019


Lions served hot dogs and snow cones and
provided KidSight eye screenings on sight.



Playground set in a College Station park for
children with special needs started as a
collaboration between College Station
Noon Lions Club, College Station Rotary
Club, Kiwanis Club, and the College Station
Parks and Recreation department.



Collaboration exceeded the fundraising for
the $3.5 million first phase raising $3.75
million.
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September
2019


Club fundraiser that generated about $7,000 for
the club.



Volunteers worked seven home games; arrived
about 3 hours before kickoff and sold programs
outside Kyle Field for about 2.5 hours.

Monday, Sept. 30, 2019


Visited Fun for All Playground

 Speaks at Monday meeting and
presents awards to deserving
Lions
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October
2019
NAMI-BV 5K Fundraising
and Awareness Walk
October 5


College Station Noon Lions Club was the
first local sponsor of this inaugural event.



CSNL and other Lions Clubs formed a
unified team and participated in the walk.



CSNL volunteers helped with KidSight
eye screenings, children’s games, and
other equipment.



This first-time event raised $2,000 for
NAMI-BV to use in supporting mental
wellness in the community.

Monday, Oct. 7


A club-level Hall of Fame
developed to improve retention
while honoring long-serving
Lions.



Started in 2017; the 2019 class
brings the total number
inducted to 29.
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November
2019





A photo op area at the tree
lot gave customers a chance
to take family photos. Some
family photos could be
shared on the club’s
Facebook page because we
got signed photo releases.
A tree-lot-thank-you letter to
the editor was published in
the Bryan-College Station
Eagle thanking the many
businesses and individuals
outside the club who helped
make tree sales a big
success.

As a result of
these efforts, the
club sold more
than 120 trees on
the first day and
sold out of all 436
trees in a record
11 days, netting
almost $15,000
for the club.

Christmas Trees Sales Project
3rd week in Nov. through the 2nd week in Dec.


The primary fundraising project for College Station Noon Lions and the longest running project. Lions
have sold Christmas trees for about 60 years.



Event has become a tradition for many families as the start to their holiday decorating time.



Enhanced publicity for 2019 to include media advisory to local outlets, interviews on local TV and radio
programs, newspaper ad, and social media campaign featuring “Tails from the Tree Lot”- stories from
members about past experiences working the tree lot.
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December
2019

V2019

January
2020

December
12

February
2020

December

13

March

2020

Monday, March 2, 2020

KIDSIGHT SCREENINGS. A CSNL screen team
was at the annual College Station Kiwanis
Pancake Breakfast. During this Lion’s year, 3400
kids were screened with 526 referrals and about
50 eye exams and glasses provided to those in
need. Screenings were held in Bryan, College
Station, Somerville, Hearne, and Calvert.
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April

2020

15

May

2020
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June

2020

MASKED AND MEETING. Some 55 Lions and guests attended the June 15 meeting, the club’s first in-person meeting
since the pandemic began.

As the year ended, CSNL Club launched a fundraising-donation drive to help the Salvation Army
care for local families hit by COVID-19 impacts.
The project involved 1,000 I Love America yard signs and a special event at the Brazos Center
from 7 am to 1 pm on July 1.

This ad ran in the June 26 edition of The
Eagle
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